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A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f X n o w n J  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I. General Statement: 
A. Arch i t ec tu ra l  cha rac te r :  Oakland was r e b u i l t  on t h e  same 

l i n e s  and foundations as  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1812 house which was consumed by f i r e  
i n  1898. The o r i g i n a l  house was a  t y p i c a l  Vi rg in ia  one-and-a-half- 
s t o r y  farmhouse wi th  rambling addi t ions .  

B. Condition of the  f ab r i c :  Good. 

11. Descript ion of t h e  Ex te r io r :  
A. Over-all  dimensions: The e a s t  o r  main wing a t  Oakland i s  a  

three-bay one-and-a-half-story house. To t h e  west is  a rambling wing 
(pa t te rned a f t e r  an e a r l y  add i t ion )  which b a s i c a l l y  i s  a  three-bay-wide, 
five-bay-long, two-and-one-half-story s t r u c t u r e .  

B. Foundations: Brick,  American bond. 
C. Wall cons t ruc t ion :  White weatherboard w i t h  a  wel l -def ined  

bead. 
D. Porches: Porches under t h e  main roof s h e l t e r  both  t h e  n o r t h  

and t h e  south  facade of t h e  e a s t  wing. The n o r t h  porch i s  supported by six 
square pos t s ,  has a  ba lus t r ade  wi th  rec tangular  b a l u s t e r s ,  and i s  p a r t i a l l y  
screened. The south  porch i s  s i m i l a r ,  but i t  has been enclosed w i t h  gl-ass. 
A one-bay shed porch s h e l t e r s  t h e  nor th  ent rance  i n t o  t h e  west wing. The 
west en t rance  i s  s h e l t e r e d  by an enclosed porch with a  f l a t  roof and 
ba lus t r ade  forming a  balcony. 

E. Chimneys: The e a s t  end chimney is e x t e r i o r  wi th  s tepped 
shoulders  and co rbe l l ed  cap and i s  l a i d  i n  American bond. The west chimney 
on t h e  one-and-a-half-story s e c t i o n  is an i n t e r i o r  one, and two o t h e r  
i n t e r i o r  chimneys occur i n  t h e  west wing. A l l  have i d e n t i c a l  s t a c k s  and 
caDs. 

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: Rectangular transoms and s i d e l i g h t s  

a r e  f ea tu red  i n  t h e  doorways. Glass doors wi th  f i f t e e n  l i g h t s  a r e  employed 
on t h e  nor th  and sou th  facades of the  e a s t  wing. A s ix -pane l  wooden door 
opens i n t o  t h e  h a l l  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  v e s t  wing. 

2. Windows: The double-hung windows have s ix -over - s ix  sash ,  
a  narrow s i m p l i f i e d  e n t a b l a t u r e  a s  a  hood zo ld ing ,  and p l a i n  t r i m  w i t h  a  
bead. The n o r t h  dormers i n  t h e  west wing have double windows o f  four-over- 
s i x  sash .  

G. Roof: The gable  roof has pedimented e a s t  and sou th  gab le  ends 
and i s  broken by i r r e g u l a r l y  spaced donr,ers (two wi th  pedimented gab les )  on 
t h e  nor th ,  and four  r e g u l a r l y  spaced dormers (pedimented gab1es)on t h e  sou t  
Two pedimented dormers break t h e  west s lope  of t h e  roof .  The roof l i n e  of 
t h e  western wing i s  i r r e g u l a r  and broken by s e v e r a l  gables ;  t he  molded 
co rn ice  has  s h o r t  r e t u r n s  on t h e  n o r t h  gable .  

111. Descript ion of t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
A .  Floor  plan: The o r i g i n a l  house ( l a t e r  t h e  e a s t  wing) had a  

c e n t r a l  h a l l  f lanked by a room on e i t h e r  s i d e .  When t h e  house was r e b u i l t ,  
a l l  the  p a r t i t i o n s  were omit ted Erom the  e a s t  wing, r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  s i n g l e  
l a r g e  room with a  f i r e p l a c e  a t  each end. The west wing is  i r r e g u l a r ,  bu t  
i n  gene ra l  t h e  rooms open t o  t h e  west fron a  h a l l  t h e  width  o f  t h e  house; 
t h e  lonn p a r l o r  opens t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h i s  h a l l .  

B. S t a i y  .r; . p e  dog-le s t a i r  ascends a t  t h e . n o r t h  of t h e  h a l l .  LI-t_ .feat.uiei a s u n ~ - I T  a =  Sectmg&.ba-1 = . 
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7. 
C.  Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  Painted p l a s t e r .  
D. Doorways and doors: A broad a r c h i t r a v e  trim surrounds s ix-panel  doox 
E. Heating: The west wing of t h e  house is heated by c e n t r a l  hea t ing ,  

although working f i r e p l a c e s  a r e  r e t a i n e d  i n  each room. The e a s t  wing depends 
on i t s  two f i r e p l a c e s  f o r  h e a t .  The mantels were hand carved on t h e  farm by 
an o l d  Negro r e t a i n e r ,  They f e a t u r e  wide she lves  wi th  a  molded edge, 
d e n t i c u l a t i o n ,  a  paneled block i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  b o l e c t i o n  f r i e z e ,  and 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  around t h e  h e a r t h  opening. 

I V .  S i t e :  
A .  General s e t t i n g :  Oakland is approached by a  long shaded l ane  througl  

t h e  f i e l d s .  The house i t s e l f  i s  loca ted  on a  k n o l l  i n  t h e  midst  of a  spacious 
lawn, do t t ed  w i t h  venerable  shade t r e e s .  

B.  Outbuildings:  A smokehouse, d a t i n g  from 1812, w i th  a  sh ing led  gab le  
roof is northwest  of t h e  house. The o f f i c e ,  a  two-bay gable  roof s t r u c t u r e  
wi th  an e x t e r i o r  end chimney i s  j u s t  west of  t h e  house. A gable  r o o f ,  one- 
bay s t o r e  house i s  west of t h e  o f f i c e .  The barns a r e  some d i s t a n c e  (al though 
s t ' i l l  v i s i b l e )  northwest  of t h e  house. 

G.P.H. 
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Oakland was t h e  home and b i r t h p l a c e  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  n o v e l i s t ,  
Thomas Nelson Page. It was t h e r e  t h a t  he absorbed t h e  atmosphere and 
legends of V i r g i n i a  which g ive  r ea l i sm t o  h i s  somewhat i d e a l i s t i c  s h o r t  
s t o r i e s  and novels .  I n  t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  century ,  Page became t h e  
acclaimed l i t e r a r y  spokesman f o r  t h e  South, and i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  r o l e ,  he 
t r i e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  V i r g i n i a  a s  he remembered it .  Understandably, Page tende( 
t o  r e c a l l  t h e  b e s t  p a r t s  of l i f e  "before t h e  war", and t h u s  t h e  p o r t r a i t  he  
p a i n t s  i s  an i d e a l i z e d  one, where t h e  gentlemen a r e  t h e  most honorable and 
brave ,  and t h e  l a d i e s  a r e  t h e  most pure and b e a u t i f u l  t o  be found anywhere. 
Shor t  s t o r i e s  employing l o c a l  c o l o r  were very popular  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t  
cen tu ry ,  and some of Page's works a r e  c l a s s i c  examples of  t h e  type. I n  
l a t e r  yea r s  when he abandoned w r i t i n g  about t h e  theme of l i f e  i n  t h e  South, 
h i s  work was l e s s  popular .  

Much of Page's b e s t  work i s  based d i r e c t l y  on people,  even t s ,  
d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  and legends o f  Oakland and Hanover County. L i t t l e  
Confederates ,  a c h i l d r e n ' s  book, and h i s  on ly  work s t i l l  i n  p r i n t ,  i s  
der ived  from h i s  own experiences i n  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  Some of 
h i s  most noteworthy s t o r i e s ,  among them, "Marse Chan" and "Meh Lady" i n  2 
Ole V i r g i n i a  a r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  Hanover County, a l though it is not  - 
mentioned by name. I n  h i s  major and most success fu l  novel ,  Red Rock, Page 
d e p i c t s  Recons t ruc t ion  from t h e  Southern viewpoint.  Page 's  works were 
widely read  i n  both t h e  P:orth and t h e  South; h i s  s t o r i e s  appearing i n  
S c r i b n e r ' s  and o t h e r  magazines as  we l l  as  i n  book form. 

I n  1913 Thomas Nelson Page was appointed United S t a t e s  Ambassado 
t o  I t a l y ,  a pos t  he served wi th  d i s t i n c t i o n  f o r  s i x  yea r s .  Page d ied  a t  
Oakland i n  1922, and i s  bur ied  i n  Rock Creek Cemetery i n  Washington, D.C. I 

The o r i g i n a l  house a t  Oakland was b u i l t  i n  1812 by t h e  Nelson 
family,  and was a t y p i c a l  vernacular  one-and-a-half-s tory V i r g i n i a  house 
wi th  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan .  It was enlarged s e v e r a l  t imes dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  I n  - Two L i t t l e  Confederates ,  Page desc r ibes  
t h e  house a s  "not a handsome p lace  ..., bu t  down i n  o l d  Vi rg in i a  ... i t  (was) ... one of  t h e  b e s t  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  reg ion  .... The Mansion was known as  
t h e  great-house on t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  ... and ( i t )  had a s  many wings as  Ezekiel ."  
Oakland wi th  a l l  i t s  con ten t s ,  inc luding  many important  Page and Nelson 
papers ,  burned i n  1898. Page had it immediately r e b u i l t  on s i m i l a r  l i n e s  on 
t h e  o l d  foundat ions.  The house and farm remain i n  t h e  Page fami ly ,  and is 
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Theodore L. Gross, Thomas Nelson Page (New York: Twayne Publ i shers ,  1967). 

Rosewell Page, Thomas Nelson (New York: Charles Sc r ibne r ' s  Sons, 1923 
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